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ABSTRACT
This study investigated the role of theological education in shaping the doctrine and practice of
the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion). The background of the study highlights the
historical development of Anglicanism in Nigeria, the establishment of indigenous theological
institutions, and the Church’s ongoing efforts to maintain doctrinal fidelity and liturgical
integrity amid contemporary challenges. The problem addressed in this research centers on gaps
in theological training that affect clergy effectiveness, the rise of doctrinal threats such as
prosperity theology, syncretism, and liberalism, and the need to align ministerial preparation
with the socio-cultural realities of Nigerian congregations. The study employed a mixed-methods
approach, utilizing primary sources such as questionnaires and interviews with clergy,
theological educators, and church members, alongside secondary sources including books,
journal articles, and archival materials. Theoretical frameworks applied include Curriculum
Theory, and Contextual/Inculturation Theology, which collectively explain the interplay between
theological training, doctrinal formation, and ministerial effectiveness. Findings indicate that
theological education significantly shapes clergy doctrinal understanding, liturgical practices,
and pastoral competence. Seminary training fosters doctrinal fidelity and spiritual formation,
while also equipping ministers to respond to emerging doctrinal threats. However, challenges
persist, including limited resources, inadequate contextualization of curricula, tension between
academic rigor and practical ministry, and generational or cultural gaps in instruction. The study
further reveals that clergy and laity perceive theological education as vital for sustaining church
growth, worship quality, and ethical ministry. Based on these findings, the study recommends
curricular reforms that integrate contextual theology, enhanced investment in seminary

infrastructure, ongoing professional development for clergy and lay leaders, and strategies for
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bridging doctrinal gaps in local congregations. The research concludes that robust theological
education is essential for upholding Anglican doctrine, promoting effective pastoral ministry,
and ensuring the Church of Nigeria remains doctrinally sound, culturally relevant, and spiritually
vibrant.

Keywords: Theological Education, Doctrine, Anglican Communion, Church of Nigeria, Clergy
Formation, Doctrinal Fidelity, Contextual Theology, Inculturation, Curriculum Theory, Pastoral
Ministry, Seminary Training, Syncretism, Prosperity Theology, Liturgical Integrity, Ministerial
Effectiveness, African Christianity, Church Growth, Spiritual Formation, Curriculum Reform,

Nigerian Theology.
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