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ents to bring an item
h the kids about the

their particular item meant to their faith. A Catholic child bro
shared with the class how they used the beads in prayer. There Wwas a atlve American child

who brought a dream catcher. He told the class how to pla anmt catchers above their head
to capture their dreams that they had in the night. It would t the bad ones and hold the

good dreams in their memory. A Jewish child brought d shared how it was used to
celebrate Hanukkah. One kid pulled some food out ofihis ba@: He said, "I'm Southern Baptist,

and | brought a chicken casserole."

I. The power of unity (b
A. Misconceptions

There are many misconceptions about f
bringing chicken casserole. When we thin

take place beyond the regularly sch
saints enjoy each other's company. Th

as illustrated in the opening story about
out'fellowship, we think of an event that would
ch services. It's an informal gathering where the
fun meetings of the saints include fellowship, but

feIIowshlp is far more than hangipg out with friends. Jesus calls attention to the fact that
genuine fellowship is one of the powerful tools for evangelism for the church.

B. Might

Our text says that Jesus pr aII who would call upon His name to be one, and a
watching world would b to believe in Christ (John 17:20-21). Here Jesus shares one of
the most overlooked to ngelism. Jesus says, "When a watching lost world looks at a
body of believers, th mething that they can't find anywhere else. They desire love,

support, encoura e d acceptance, and they will be drawn to the Savior." He didn't say

wn because of great preachlng He dldn t say great singing would

one as the heav ather and | are one, and that unlty they WI|| draw them to the gospel."
Il. The prescription for unity

Using the word, UNITY, as an acronym, we can identify several characteristics of Christ-
honoring fellowship.

A. Uplift

One way to develop unity within the body of Christ and in your home is to make a commitment
to follow the commands of God to uplift one another. Imagine the incredible spirit of uplifting
these men experienced in this final phase of Jesus ministry with his disciples. He spoke of their
great contribution when He said, "Guys, you're going to take my gospel to the world". They're
thinking, maybe I'll go to my hometown or to the next village. Jesus says, "l've chosen you
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because | believe you can change the world. The world is going to know about the love | have
for them." Can you imagine how that energized them?

B. Need

God has placed us here so that we can meet the needs of others. My favorite story about
meeting the needs of others is about the child who wanted a bike for his birthday. When his
dad tucked him in for bed, he prayed with an extremely loud voice, "God, | really want that blue
bike from Wal-Mart." His grandparents were visiting, so the father instructed the boy not to be
so loud, "Son, God's not deaf." The little boy said, "I know, but grandpa is!" That child knew
that God usually meets needs through the lives of other saints. Unity becomes possible when
we acknowledge our personal needs and our responsibility to help other with their needs.

C. Integrity
Jesus says, "l have given them glory" (17:22). Glory calls attention tg*the
purity of God. Jesus represented the glory and the holiness of God¥§a
call to represent that same type of integrity or holiness. Versg 19 say
sanctified in Christ. | John 1:7 says if we walk in the light as he%

ess and the
have received the
that they would be
ght, we have

fellowship one with another. Unity flourishes when we live h , and pure lives. The
dictionary defines integrity as a state of being that is comp raunified. Integrity means
wholeness or completeness. The Bible reveals that Christ fillg.theflonging of our soul, binds up
broken hearts, or makes our life complete.as clergy of thi ott. we must uphold integrity

D. Trust
When there is integrity, the saints of God are willi t one another. The experience of
unity is accompanied by a confidence in your b nd sisters to fulfill their responsibility
without being coerced or begged. You can fo your assigned area because you trust
other saints to do their job. In these closing,ch of John, you find Jesus calling these men
to be one in Christ by trusting one anoth [ ir lives. They are going to work together,
serve together, and some are even gging to die together. As men and women of GOD in this
ra

Diocese we must lean to trust each Iso trust God

E. Yielding
Two areas of our lives require yig

o First, we yield to the Lordship of Christ. Because God
has exalted Christ, we subrit %

[0 the authority of Christ. Jesus is Lord. Then, having
yielded to the Lordship of C ave the capacity to yield to one another in the glorious
cause sharing the gospel. The,driving call is "that the world may know." We should be willing to

yield our selfish desires t eater goal of extending the love of Christ to a lost world.
Conclusion
Several centuriesrage nt China wanted to secure its borders from its northern invaders.

They had an ingeniousiplan. They built a great wall to protect the border. It was so thick that no
one could kno€lgit down. It was so long that no one could get around it. They posted soldiers
at different place as built wide enough on the top for chariots to patrol. If they heard of an
attack at distant location, they could easily get to it. They were up high giving them a superior
advantage over their enemies. They knew that they had protected their borders sufficiently
against all enemies.

But, in the first 100 years of the Great Wall of China, the nation was invaded three times. How?
An enemy bribed the gatekeeper and entered into the land undetected.

When we diminish the importance of unity in the body of Christ, we risk being invaded by the
enemy. God has called us to divine fellowship. That fellowship is one of the most powerful
tools of witness to a lost and dying world. If we don't protect it, strive for it, and do everything
we can to promote it, we open the gate to the enemy. The enemy will attack your family and
your church, causing ineffectiveness and destruction. LET US PRAY......






